
'=

1

=

Volume 1, Number 3



A winning formulq for reseqrch success
ASSOCIATE ProfessorJohn Webb said

ire felt both surprised and hurnble rvhen
awardcd a Meclal of the Order of Australia
(OAM) in 1996.

Professor \Vetrb's alr.ard rvas rnadc in
recognirion oi his rvork in establisl'ring an

internrtional netu ork of cl'remists n ho co-
opefate in helping cach other ro cler.elop
ancl sustrin rcsearch progr:tmmes.

This co oper:rtior-r invoh.'ed provision of
ecluipment. erchanges of technicians, and
\-oLln.q researchers, assist:rnce rviti-r tecl-rnic:rl
infornr:,rtion and spare parts for scientific
instmnrentrtion, ilncl thc hosting oi regional
\ctlli It.lr. .llt(l Lunfcfeltue!.

;\'1ore recentll; in April - in Hiroshinra,
.lapan - Professor Wtbb rvas also au,arclecl a

special citation bv the Fer.leration of Asian
Chenrrcal Societies for this leadelship role
in i-ris pr ofession throughout Asia.

"On the one hancl thc iru'ard oi the
Orcler of Austrairi:r lr,as cl-rite a surprise, but
on the other is rvas n-ice recognition th:rt
this kirrd of scientific collaboration in Asia
is respectable," he saicl.

"Fifteer-r vears ago, n,hen I ijrst startecl
to get involved in this colhboration, it rvas

all seen as being a little bit crazyl misdirected
and misguided, because Asia at tl.rat rime
rvas a place you flerv across to get to some
pl.ree rr llcre \onrrtlling rnole irrreresting u.r.
happening in terms of scientific research."

This region;rl collaboration includes
reseilrch into t['ralassaemia - the iron
overloacl disease affecting millions of
pers{rns around the rvoricl, particularlv in
Srrrrrh-Last A'ir.

Professor \Vebb, who has spcnt
considerable time in recent years
cncouraging rescarch institr-rtions

thror-rg1'rout South-East Asiil to co-operate in
their cluest to overconle thal:rsseemia,
attributecl rnuch of his success tc'r colleagues
and rcsearch stuLlents n ho hrve r,vorked rvith
him on tlre problem for much of the last trvo
clecacles.

In tlrat tin-re thcv havc built Lrp a *-orlcl-
class rnter-clisciplin:rry rcsearch tcam at
Nl[ur:doch Unir,crsitv, inr.'olving reselrchers
fronr such ficlds as chernistrr,, phr.sics,
meclcine ancl biokrgr. Hc acknor,r'leclges the
role of fellou,' acacicmics Dar-icl Nlacev and
Tirn St Pierre, ancl the man,v postgracinate
students from South-E:rst Asian nations. r.l hcr

have uorked u,ith thc tearn ar N,Iurcloch.

"\Wc hai,c recentlv discor.erecl there are
clifferent kincls of ircin oritles being
clepositecl in diffelent tissues of these
prtients.

"But non, we \\rr1rlt to cler.clo;-r :r u,'av of
meirsr-r-ing the iror-r lel,cls in thosc tissues
crtctn.tllr usittg nttcrtr'lii rcr,'11.111..'

irrr.rgirr!.. I lrir rr iil.rt.rl,le rr. r() nr\'.1\lrlc tl)(
rtlnoLnt of iron that is being ertractecl fronr
the lir,er: cluring trcatnent, rvitl'rout h:rving
to concluct invasive tcsting through a biopsr',
rvhicl-r is the current practice."

Proiessor -Wel:b said the team also r,vas

engegecl in a projcct in rvhic}r some of the
col'rcepts u,hich har.e emergecl througl-r their
stuclv oi biological s\.stems, could bc :rpplicd
to cler,eloping ne.,r, nr:rteri:rls in t1're ficld of
nanotechnologr'. ffi

Prolessor \X'ebb r,rnd his
internation:r11t, r'ecognised for
into iron-over:load pr:oblerns,
itr creating research links
betu'een insritutions in the
regrolr.

Professor Webb .,vas

recentl-r. elected as the first
foreign mcrnber of the
Chemi..rl Socictr ot
Vietnan-r in acknorvlcdg-
n.ient of l-ris role in trvirg
ao assist the professionrrl
chenists of that countr\,'
ao be come part of the
r:egion el re se arch net-
rvork.

Irrofessor Webb said
his current research lvas
focussecl on tr.ving tcr

ttndcrstand tlrc rtarurc t,f
the iror-r that is being
deposited into tl're tissues
of people sufferirrg fror.r.r

thalassaemia, and horv it
is damaging those tissues.

team are lto\\'
'their researclr
ilnd thcir rolc
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