
.troe's hig 105th birthday bash
il,i?./..tr;F T-{TI\*
REACIIING lhe ilpe
o1d age ol 1 il5 last we*k"
bltidiaild's Joa Zekulich
and his 98 year oltl ivilt
R0sg rlso celehraltd
their Blsl weddilg an-
niversruy in Marv.

Mr Zekulich was boni
ln Llroatia and is the eld-
esi of nind brolherc ard
sisteN.

He sai<i lhe lamily
came to r*/esiem Aus-
tralia for a better life
rvhen Jre was only 16

in 1924.
loe's wile Rose said

Joe originally intended
to go t0 Kalgoorlie to
rv0rk ii1 the mine6 bul
he was too yourg and so
came to the Srvu Va1ley
t0 do ma'ket gardening.

"IIe got a job on m,v
father's vireyard and
lhat was where l,e met,"
said Rose.

"I was one of five
daughters and when
rve first sa$,1tre iu his
strange clothes ald fun-
ry hat we all iaughed at
him.

"Bui aiier that our re-
lationship prospered."

Rose said Joe's talent
at horticultlre also blos-
somed ard in the i930s
he re-<earuhed a nenia-
lI)de vjIus ihtrt threal-
ered grapo production
ln the Swm Vailey.

"{Jsing methods
he had lea-nt back in
Croatia, Joe success-
fully gra!'ted Arstul
ia[ plar]l cutlings onto
,Airerican wild stock
vines to establish a re-
sista[t rDotsttrk,'" she

said.
Rose said soile of her

happicit ulerx)ries wi're
frorn ihe visit Lhcy nrade
bach t0 'tlE oid oorn-
try'-Yugoslavia 

- 
in

1964.
"Aldrough my parents

rvere from Croatia and
spoke (lroaiian at home,
I lvas hom here and had
rever visited the cour-
try." said Rose.

"We wert back to
the viiiage l,here .Toe

and ny Dad q,erc trcr'n
in Dalmatia ard also
to many olhf,r puts 0l
Yugoslavia, inclutiing
Zageb.

"Iv{y efldurirlg fiem-
.ry is of hol, hard life
was over there in those
tirnes urd horv excil-

irg ccuring to Au"ttralia
rilust have beer for the
nrrrry irrmri grarrt'.'

Rosc srid hcr fathcr
had nuny tiiends jn }\h
fiom marry differelt
backgrounds ircluding
Scots, lrisli and Italian"

"He a1\,ays sailted to
iritegrale and fuel parl
ol' ihe cr:mrurity," sh.'
saicl.

"1Vhen 1!e ?ere
growing up my iathrr
ensured rve had the lxi-
gsi Eiranllphons recotais
iind lhal all o1'us girls
s,ere a s1r)Eg p3rt 0l the
ooumririiy.

Joe and -R.rrse now
have 13 grandchildren
and ?1 great-grandchil-
dren. The couple riorv
live at the,Vlorison

l,txig.' iir N{itllard.
ll'[r Zrk ulich was

*rv;:rdrxl a Medal ol rhc
Ortler of Arisualia in
iile generai division this
yeall

'l"lie av:ard was iir
sel\,ices to thil lvine
grape irdusii),- fhrough
arivanms in vine health
and as a vigneron.
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. Tili Up courses . Trcffic Mcncgement

. Wcrking oi heigh'i . Firsi Aid Troining

' Ccrrfined space . Forkli{t Licence
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